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The following five pasurams (verses 11 through 15) conclude the second
segment of the Thiruppavai, where Andal and her companions successfully
awaken all the chosen maidens, preparing them to proceed to Nandagopala's
palace to petition Lord Krishna.

Pasuram 11: Kattru Karavai Kanangal - The Daughter of
Wealth ™ §

In this verse, Andal addresses the daughter of an exceptionally prosperous man
of the cowherd community, focusing on her family's immense material wealth
and her own inherent spiritual qualities.

The Golden Creeper ¥£

Andal addresses the maiden as the "golden creeper" (porkodiyé). The family's
wealth is gauged by their numerous herds of cows. The father possesses many
groups (ganangal pala karandhu) of mother cows that have recently calved
(kattrru karavai), indicating overflowing, continuous prosperity.



The Noble Father 1)

The father is honored as a protector who ensures that his enemies' strength is
destroyed (settar thiralazhiya senru serichcheyyum). Furthermore, he is praised
as being free from all faults (kuttram ondrum illadha).

Beauty and Chastity 3

The maiden is given unique physical attributes, connecting her to both beauty
and chastity (pathivirathiyam):

* She is likened to a forest peahen (punamayilé) in her grace

 Her waist (alkul) is described as being slender like the entrance of a serpent's
termite mound (puttaravu alkul)

* This implies a profound chastity, as metaphorically, the fierce female serpent
defends her purity even against a male serpent

The Morning Call

The gathered maidens (suttrattu thozhimar ellarum vandhu), having come to
her doorstep (mutram pugundhu), are singing the name of the Lord who is the
color of the rain cloud (mugil vannan pér pada).

Andal expresses frustration that the girl, who possesses beauty, intelligence,
and character (a woman with beauty, brains and character), remains motionless
and silent (sittradhé pésadhé), despite the morning call.

Avatara Connection: The relationship between the copious mother cow and
the calf is linked to the Matsya Avatara (Fish incarnation) &«

In this verse, Andal addresses a maiden who is the sister (thangay) of a
prosperous family, urging her to wake up and sing the praises of Lord Rama.



Abundant Prosperity

The setting confirms the immense wealth of the community, illustrated by the
buffaloes (erumai):

* The mother buffalo, hearing the sound (kanaikkinra) of its young calf,
produces milk simply by thinking of it (ninaithu)

* The abundant milk streams from its udder (mulai vazhiyé ninru pal sora),
flowing down to the earth and mixing with the sand (nanaithilam)

* This incredible prosperity shows the blessings of devotion

The Patient Maidens

Andal mentions that the maidens have been standing at the gate, enduring the
morning chill, with frost falling on their heads (pani thalai vizha nin vasar kadai
pattrri).

Singing of Lord Rama . |¢'

This verse focuses strongly on the glories of Rama:

* The purpose of the visit is to sing about the Lord who, out of wrath
(sinathinal), destroyed the King of Southern Lanka (Then Ilangai Kbmanai
Setrra)

« Andal specifically refers to him as the one who is dear to her heart
(manathukku iniyanai)

* She finds Rama's righteous anger appealing because it drove him to action
against Ravana, protecting Dharma and avenging Sita

The Astonishment (&

Andal expresses astonishment that the girl, a known Rama devotee, refuses to
open her mouth or the door (padavum n1 vay thiravay). She asks how the
maiden can sleep through this profound experience (idhenna pértrakkam),
especially since all neighboring households (anaithilaththarum) are aware of
their gathering.

Avatara Connection: The buffalo's ability to nurture its young by thought
(smaranam) links this pasuram to the Kurma Avatara (Tortoise incarnation) «®




This pasuram addresses a maiden who is known for her enthusiasm for the vow

but suffers from excessive spiritual sloth (Anandhaludaiyay).

Combined Divine Glory -~

Andal praises the Lord using magnificent deeds from both the Rama and
Krishna Avatars:

Krishna's Deeds: - He is praised as the one who tore the beak of the bird-like
demon Bakasura (Pullin Vay Kindanai)

Rama's Deeds: - He is the one who destroyed the evil demon Ravana (Polla
varakkanai) - The reference to destroying Ravana with a claw or nail (killik
kalaindhanai) evokes the simultaneous glory of the Narasimha Avatara

+

Celestial Signs =~

The onset of the Brahma Muhurtham (auspicious dawn period) is confirmed by
planetary positions:

« Venus (Velli), the star of the Asuras' Guru (Sukracharya), has risen (elundhu)

* Jupiter (Viyazham), the star of the Devas' Guru (Brhaspati), has set/is
sleeping (urangitru)

* This indicates the perfect time for the vow

Auditory Confirmation &

The chirping of the birds (pullum silambina kan) confirms the early morning
hour.

The Gentle Rebuke =

Andal addresses the sleeping girl, who has beautiful, blooming eyes (Podharik
kanninay—eyes like the Hari fish in a flower). She scolds the maiden for still
lying in bed (pallik kidathiyd) and encourages her to immerse herself fully in the
cold water (kullak kulira kudaindhu niradadhé).



The Call to Purity <*

The maiden is urged to abandon all deceit (kallam thavirndhu) and join the
group in pure devotion (kalandhé&lor Empavay).

Avatara Connection: The bird/touch reference links this pasuram to the Hamsa
Avatara (Swan incarnation), who nurtures by touch (sparisham) "

.

This pasuram addresses a maiden who had promised the previous night that
she would be the first to rise and wake the others for the vow.

Nature's Testimony &

Andal describes the natural signs visible in the maiden's prosperous backyard
garden pond (pulakkadai thotthatthu vaviyul):

« The red lily (senkazhunir) is beginning to open (vai negizhndhu) #&
* The water lily (ampal), which blooms at night, is closing its petals (vai
kdmbinakan)

The Devout Procession | [,

Andal points to the movement of devout ascetics and sages (thavaththar)
heading to the temple (thirukoyil):

* They are going there to perform the aradhanam (worship) and blow the holy
conch ($angu iduvan poédhandhar) &

* These ascetics, described as having white teeth (venpal) and wearing
reddish-brown cloth (sengal podikkarai), symbolize purity and readiness for
service

The Broken Promise &5

Andal reminds the girl that she had spoken boastfully the previous night, saying
"We will wake everyone first" (engalai munnam ezhupuvan vay pésum).



Andal calls the girl "shameless" (nanadhay) and one who only speaks
(navudaiyay).

Divine Weapons and Beauty

The maidens seek to praise the Lord who is characterized by His divine weapons
and appearance:

* He who holds the Conch and Chakra (Sangudu Chakkaram eéndhum thadak
kaiyan)
* He who possesses eyes like the lotus flower (Pangayark kannan)

Ramanujar Connection: The phrase "Pangayark kannan" (Lotus-eyed Lord) is
especially significant, as it guided Ramanujar in correctly interpreting Vedic
passages that described the Lord's eyes.

Pasuram 15: Yellé Ilangiliyé - The Conversation of
Submission ? (-

This concluding verse of the waking section features a dynamic dialogue
(varthalapam) with the final maiden, who is affectionately called the "Young
Parrot" (Ilangiliyé). This verse is considered the essence, or the "Tiruppavai of
the Thiruppavai".

The Playful Dialogue ¢’

The Dialogue Sequence:
_J Andal: Calls the girl "Ellé Ilangiliy&, are you still sleeping?"

) Maiden: She chastises the group for their loud shouting (Sil enru azhaiyél
min) and asserts she is coming immediately (podharuginrén)

] Andal: Accuses the girl of being exceptionally clever with words (valle un
katturaigal)

] Maiden: Returns the compliment, saying the group outside are the truly
clever ones (vallirgal ningalé)

] Andal (The resolution): To end the debate, Andal accepts the fault: "Nané
dhan ayiduga" (Let it be I)



The Humility Lesson [,

This line embodies humility, reflecting the Bharatha Vakyam (acceptance of
fault for the sake of unity).

The Final Instructions <.%

The maidens ask her to:

« Come out quickly (Ollai nT podhay) £

+ Count the gathered devotees (pondhar pondhu ennik kol) 99

» Make sure she is properly adorned before coming out, ensuring her hair and
ornaments are in place (thétrramay vandhu thiravélor Empavay) < *

Divine Glory Proclaimed

The ultimate purpose is to sing the glory of the Lord who:

* Is all-powerful (Vallanai)

* Destroyed His strong enemies and reduced their enmity to nothing (matrarai
matra azhikka vallanai) <

* Is the wondrous and mysterious one (Mayan)

The Ultimate Goal @&

They are seeking the Parai (liberation) by serving and singing the Lord's eternal
deeds (Sévagamé Etthi Parai Kolvan).

Conclusion =

These five pasurams complete the gathering of the devotee group, transitioning
the narrative from the domestic setting (waking the maidens) to the external
setting (approaching the Lord's dwelling in Pasuram 16).

The increasing depth of the divine references—from general cloud color to
specific combined avatars and key philosophical guides like the Lotus-eyed Lord
—reflects the growing spiritual intensity of the group. [,




Thiruppavai Pasurams Playlist

These articles are based on discourses by Sri Dushyanth Sridhar, who renders

discourses in English & Tamil on Ramayana, Mahabharata, Bhagavata, Vishnu
Purana, Bhagavad Gita, Vishnu Sahasranama, and Divya Prabanda in the
upanyasam, pravachanam, or kalakshepam style. Visit https://desikadaya.org

for more information. These notes are presented solely for educational
purposes to help viewers download and benefit from these teachings. Any
incorrect interpretations or inaccuracies are mine and unintentional—please
forgive me. For any feedback, please send an email.
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